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with the like circumspection; for at the death of Mary Tudor, called "Bloody Mary," she laid claim to the throne on the ground of the alleged Illegitimacy of Elizabeth, and she and the Dauphin assumed the titles of King and Queen of England, Scotland and Ireland, and caused coins to be struck bearing those titles, and the armorial bearings of those countries to be engraved upon their plate.                                              .          'j
Elizabeth was only nine years older than Mary, which is equivalent to saying that at this time she was still under thirty: so that the two were rivals, not as Queens alone, but as women. In the matter of education, Elizabeth had nothing to fear from comparison, for if there was less of tho fascination in her wit, there was more solidity in her judgments: she was well versed in politics, philosophy, history, oratory, poetry and music, and beside her native tongue she spoke and wrote perfectly in Greek, Latin, French, Italian and Spanish. But if jhe was Mary's superior in this direction, Mary was far more beautiful, and vastly more attractive than her rival, Elizabeth, it is true, was majestic in her bearing, and pleasant to look upon: her eyes were bright and keen, and her complexion dazzUngly white: but her hair was red and she had largo feet* and hands, Mary, on the other hand, had beautiful chestnut hairf, and a noble forehead; her eyebrows were open to no other reproach than that of being arched with such precision of lino, that they Boomed to bo drawn with a brush; from her eyes the most potent of love philters
* Elizabeth presented a pair of nor shoos to tho University of Oxford: their size would indicate that they were made for a man of medium height,
f Several historians assert that Mary Stuart's hair was black, but Bran-t&mo, who, as we have said, accompanied her to Scotland, and must often have seen it, says that she had cheetnut hair.